AO A1N Cll'JLJLUlVlJC AINJU A IVl.ft.J-lAlS.A VIM.

the great epic.

In his effort at condensation Agastya took only the main
incidents which provided a clear insight into the human qualify of
the epic characters and which provided a base for the delineation
of the various rasas. And almost all other incidents of the original
were either narrated briefly or suggested in a single reference, with
a very few exceptions.

The following are deleted. From Adiparva the details of
Kama's education and the curse - from Vanaparva the details of
the life of Pdndavas at Kdmyaka forest -the curse of Maitreya on
Duryodhana - 5'nkrsna's oath to restore the kingdom to Dhar-
maraja - Discussions among Bhima, Draupad? and Dharmaraja - the
story of Nahusa - Duryodhana's Rdjasuya, and from Virdtaparva,
the exhibition of wrestling by Bhuna in the court of Virdta - the
incident wherein king Virata strikes at Dharmaraja with dice; -
From Udyogaparva - the Viduraniti, - Ulnka's arrival at Pdndava's
court All these omissions were affected by Agastyapandita simply
for the sake of delineating rasa or to expose the weakness, or to
enhance the greatness, or to exhibit the contrast of the respective
characters. This will be discussed elsewhere.

Almost all the didactic stories, legends, and discourses that
were present in this part of the epic are completely omitted with a
few exceptions. The stories ofTripurasamhdra and Sundopasunda's
were given a simple passing reference. Thus thirteen cantos out of
twenty cantos of BALABHARATA were devoted by Agastyapan-
dita to cover the contents of the third part of the epic. The divinity
and benevolence of 5'nkrsna pervading throughout the grand epic
were honestly and effectively represented by Agastyapandita in his
work.

The fourth part of the epic covering six pan/as, namely -
Bhisma, Drbna, Kama, -^alya, Sauptika and Strz - contains the
details of the great war fought for eithteen days " and describe
the valour, skill and chivalry of the heroes on either side " their
strategies, schemes, treacheries and the resultant annihilation of